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Growing up, | was surrounded by the military way of life as my father was a Captain in the
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War and my grandfather and uncles all served in the

military.

Even from a young age, | knew | was going to serve our country. My 22-year career in the military
includes serving in the United States Air Force, the California Air National Guard and as a reservist

assigned to an active-duty Air Force unit.

Training and development operations
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Over the course of my military career, | held a variety of assignments from starting out as a Gate
Guard to becoming a Flight Chief and Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge (NCOIC) of a Security

Forces section. | retired from the military as a Master Sergeant.

After my deployment to Afghanistan, | joined Allied Universal as a security director. My 17-year
career at Allied Universal encompasses roles including Service Manager and General Manager at
the West Los Angeles Branch and leading the Training and Development operations and Fire Life
Safety Division. In 2008, | was tasked to develop and implement the company’s Healthcare Division.

Attaining meaningful employment opportunities

Below are just a few reasons why the physical security sector is a natural fit for military veterans:

[ Self-Discipline and Organization Coveted in Security Sector - | believe that the skills
learned in the military, such as self-discipline and organization, have provided the
necessary tools to be successful. | truly enjoy working with other veterans at my company
as we all know that we can count on each other to get the job done right. This bond and

sense of commitment to each other is always there.

[ Multi-faceted Career Paths Available - The security sector also offers veterans the
ability to attain meaningful employment opportunities with multi-faceted career paths. A
veteran’s background and experience are highly valued in this sector and there are many
positions to match our skill sets and expertise. The responsibility we have for those in our
charge is really not any different than what we have learned in the military.

[ Team Players - Teamwork is a lesson all military veterans learn. In the military, you live
and work together, and are taught to support your team members and efficiently
collaborate with the people around you. This is an invaluable skill in the security sector

whether you are seeking an entry level or management position.

[ No Military to Civilian Decoder Needed - Veterans need a ‘military to civilian decoder’
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system to help explain the significance of their military skills and how they translate to the
general employment landscape. The physical security sector, however, understands the
language of the military and don’t generally require that military responsibilities be coded

into language that non-military can understand.

Securing mid-Level appointments

The physical security sector features a wide variety of jobs from entry level, middle management to
senior positions. A retired veteran with a pension may look to the security sector for part-time or full-
time entry level work. Other former military, who are not eligible for retirement benefits, may secure
mid-level appointments with the goal of climbing the ladder to the highest rungs. The flexibility and

opportunity are unparalleled in the security sector.

Veterans generally enter the workforce with identifiable skills that can be transferred to the physical
security world and are often skilled in technical trends pertinent to business and industry. And what
they don't know, they are eager to learn - making them receptive and ready hires in physical

security environments that value ongoing learning and training.
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